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 Whale Rider 
is made into an 
award winning 
film directed by 

Niki Caro (2002)

Directed by Lee 
Tamahori, Mahana, 

a film based on 
Bulibasha is released 

(2016)

White Lies, a film 
based on Medicine 

Woman premiers in 
NZ cinemas (2013)

2023 marks the 50th Anniversary of 

the publication of Witit Ihimaera’s first 

novel, Tangi. Since then he has become 

one of Aotearoa’s most celebrated and 

accomplished writers. Here’s a look 

back at some of his career highlights.


